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ATHLETE INTERVIEW 

 

 

NAME: Jack Taylor 

HOMETOWN: Black River Falls, WI 

SCHOOL: Grinnell College 

SPORT: Basketball 
 
 

What is your role in FCA?:   

I am a student-athlete.  

 

What is your favorite Bible Verse:   

2 Corinthians 5:21, “For our sake he 

made him to be sin who knew no sin, 

so that in him we might become the 

righteousness of God.” (ESV) 
 

Who is your athletic role model? 
Stephen Curry 

 

Share one tip that helps you be a 

Christ-like competitor: 
I try to apply competitive traits to the 

future.  For example, if I can’t work hard 

on the court, how can I expect to work 

hard in my career?  If I can’t lead my team 

on the court, how can I expect to lead my 

wife and family biblically?  If I’m not 

faithful with what I’ve been given now, 

how can I expect to be faithful in the 

future?  These things get my competitive 

juices flowing because how I honor God 

on the court has future implications as 

well. 
 

What are your sports  

achievements? 
138 points in a 

game, 109 points in 

a game, two NCAA 

points per game 

scoring titles.   
 

Who are your 

favorite music 

groups: 
Lecrae, Trip Lee and 

Andy Mineo 

 

 

 
 

What are your favorite books? 
“Don’t Waste Your Life” by John Piper and 

“Jesus > Religion” by Jefferson Bethke  

 
Who are your favorite pastors in 

history? 
Charles Haddon Spurgeon and Martin 

Luther  
 

Who are you favorite pastors now? 
Matt Chandler and Paul Washer  

 

What are your future goals? 
To play Professional Basketball and then 

Church Planting. 

 

What are the biggest concerns 

facing youth today? 
Idolatry.  The encouragement by our 

culture to worship sports, music, money, 

success, careers, cars, etc. instead of 

worshipping Jesus and being satisfied in 

Him. 

 

What are the biggest concerns 

facing Christian youth today? 
Morality.  Choosing to make Christianity 

about following a list of rules to try and 

earn our righteousness instead of resting 

in the righteousness that Jesus gives us 

through faith in His work on the cross.  

  
 

 

 

 

 

For more on Jack 

Taylor’s Heart of a 

Athlete interview, go 

online to   

http://cwiowafca.org/

heartof 

 

Jack Taylor 



 

 

 

HUDDLE HAPPENINGS  
(email us with your Huddle Happenings to trishagray@fca.org) 

$18 

DM East HS Boys Basketball 

DM Hoover HS Boys Basketball 

DM Roosevelt HS Boys & Girls Basketball 

$18 

$40 

DM Lincoln HS Boys & Girls Basketball 

 

 
 
 
 
 
In January, we started 
“rescuing” food items from 
Des Moines area QuickTrip 
Stores.  Food items are being 
saved from the trash heap 
and given away to hungry  
athletes at the Des Moines 
Urban schools.  In the first 
two months, over 10,000  
sandwiches, salads and      
dessert items have been     
delivered to urban athletes.   

During the Basketball Season, Fareway, Fazoli’s  

and Olive Garden provided “pre-game” meals to 

the Des Moines urban schools.  The kids were very    

appreciative of the generosity of the restaurants 

and grocery stores and this gave FCA the              

opportunity to share God’s Word.   
Sandwiches from QuickTrip 
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Josh Snook 

 

COACH INTERVIEW 
 

NAME: Josh Snook 

HOMETOWN: Chariton, Iowa 

ALMA MATER:  Maranatha Baptist 

University 

DEGREE:  K-12 Physical Education 

COACHES: High School football and Track 

 

List your chosen attribute: Joy/Happiness   
 

What is your personal definition of this 

word?   Enjoy every day and every moment:  

Life is too short to not enjoy everything God 

has given us and blessed us with. 
 

What are some of your favorite quotes 

from other people about this word? 

“This is the beginning of a new day.  God 

has given me this day to use as I will.  I can 

waste it or use it for good.  What I do today 

is important, because I am exchanging a 

day of my life for it.  When tomorrow comes 

this day will be gone forever, leaving in its 

place something I have traded for it.” 

 

What are your favorite Biblical passages 

that deal with this characteristic?   

1 Thessalonians 5:16  “Rejoice always.” 

 

Why did you choose that particular 

passage?  This is my life verse, actually 

verses:  1 Thessalonians 5:16-18, “Rejoice 

always.  Pray constantly.  Give thanks in 

everything, for this is God’s will.”  This 

seems to sum up everything you should do 

in life! 
  

Please give an application/example of 

this word in your life.  I approach every 

day with a positive attitude, at the end of 

each day I want to have enjoyed the day that 

God gave me, after all I don’t get that day 

back! 
  

How do you apply this word in your sport?  

I  coach football and track and I try to enjoy 

each day and moment that I have regardless 

of the situation.  I also try to be uplifting and 

positive in my coaching hoping to 

encourage others.  It is much easier to go 

through life and coaching if you are always 

positive.  Your athletes see that in you and 

feed off of it. 
  

 

 

How did you become involved in FCA? 

Some students in school approached myself 

and another teacher about getting an FCA 

program started at our high school and I 

thought it was a great idea.  Some years 

back we had an FCA program at the high 

school but it went away because there was 

no one to lead it. 

 

How active within FCA are you? 

I am very active now with FCA.  I (along with 

two other coaches) lead our FCA program at 

Chariton. 

 

What is your athletic experience? Played 

football and basketball in high school at 

Chariton.  Played college football at 

Maranatha Baptist University. 

 

What is your coaching experience? 

Assistant Football Coach at Chariton High 

School, Chariton, Iowa (2005-Present) 

Head Boys Track Coach at Chariton High 

School, Chariton, Iowa (2008-Present) 

Head Football Coach at CAM High School,  

Anita, Iowa (2004) 

Assistant Boys and Girls Track Coach at 

CAM High School, Anita, Iowa (2004) 

Assistant Football Coach at Dodgeland High 

School, Juneau, Wisconsin (2002-2003) 

Head Girls Track Coach at Dodgeland High 

School, Juneau, Wisconsin (2002). 
 

For more on Coach Snook’s Heart of a Coach interview, 

go online to  http://cwiowafca.org/heartof 

FCA Leaders at Chariton High School: 
Ben Schooley, Josh Snook and Tim Milledge 



 

 

Coaching Resources 

   

The 3Dimensional Coaching 

Online Study Guide is written     

by FCA staff: Jeff Duke, Wes    

Simmons and Mark Hull.  It       

includes a complete faith-based 

online study guide for all the 

courses on 3Dimensional    

Coaching found at 

FCACoachesAcademy.com. 

 

Guts, Grace, and Glory   

is the ultimate football 

devotional for men and 

women who enjoy     

football and value     

character and faith.  

Those men who step    

out onto the field—as     

players and as coaches— 

are amongst the toughest 

of men you will find.  Yet, 

as Character Coach, Jim 

Grassi shows, these gridiron warriors fight the same 

battles that can cause any person to stumble.        

Because guts aren’t just needed on the football  

field; they’re needed for LIFE.  You’ll love these   

inspirational stories from some of the greatest past 

and present favorites in the game including:  Johnny 

Unitas, Robert Griffin III, Bart Starr, Kurt Warner, 

Colt McCoy, plus many more football greats! 

     GREATNESS IS TRAINED:     

           A MENTOR’S CALL 
Excerpt by Ron Brown,  

Former Nebraska FCA State Director  

and associate head coach at Youngstown State University 

 

     Here’s a quick word of encouragement for 

coaches and mentors who desire for God’s       

greatness to permeate across this planet through 

the athletes He has entrusted to us.  From Psalm 

144:1 (ESV), ά.ƭŜǎǎŜŘ ōŜ ǘƘŜ [hw5Σ Ƴȅ ǊƻŎƪΣ ǿƘƻ 

ǘǊŀƛƴǎ Ƴȅ ƘŀƴŘǎ ŦƻǊ ǿŀǊΣ ŀƴŘ Ƴȅ ŬƴƎŜǊǎ ŦƻǊ 

ōŀǧƭŜΧέ 

     Also, from 1 Corinthians 15:58 (ESV), ά¢ƘŜǊŜŦƻǊŜΣ 

Ƴȅ ōŜƭƻǾŜŘ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊǎΣ ōŜ ǎǘŜŀŘŦŀǎǘΣ ƛƳƳƻǾŀōƭŜΣ  

ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ŀōƻǳƴŘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƪ ƻŦ  ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘΣ ƪƴƻǿƛƴƎ 

ǘƘŀǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘ ȅƻǳǊ ƭŀōƻǊ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ƛƴ ǾŀƛƴΦέ 

     Let’s allow God to control all of our crazy       

circumstances and use them to exemplify His  

greatness through us.  It’s not our job to save     

anyone; God saves.  But it is our job as coaches     

to keep dusting off the dirty scoreboard of life to 

make clear what the score is, what is right and 

wrong, what God is for and what He’s against. 

 

You can find this article in its entirety in the                   

FCA Magazine at fca.org/mag.    

You can also read about the New Orleans Pelicans 

Coach, Monty Williams as well as many other   

great articles. 
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2015 

PELLA CAMP 

 
 

Central College 
Pella, Iowa 

July 13-17, 2015 
 

8th Grade—Graduated 

Seniors 

 

Basketball 

Cross Country 

Golf 

Football 

Soccer 

Tennis 

Track & Field 

Volleyball 

 
Cost: 

$370 before 6/22/15 

$385 after 6/23/15 

$480 golf until full 

  

 To register for Pella Camp go to:   

www.cwiowafca.org/pellacamp 

Register before June 22 for early-bird price! 

“But thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord 

Jesus Christ!”  1 Corinthians 15:57 

 

We serve a God who has never lost.  His string of victories is  

unmatched.  He has dominated the competition throughout history.  

He is the ultimate competitor with a game plan that cannot be 

stopped.  God is holy.  God is mighty.  He is UNDEFEATED! 

Other Area Camps 
 
5/22-24/2015 NCC:  Midwest Collegiate Camp 
       Lake Williamson Christian Center, Carlinville, IL 
       For more information go to fcancc.com 
 

6/29-7/2/2015 Decorah Sports Camp 
       Luther College, Decorah, IA  
        For more information go to wisconsinfca.org/camps. 
 

7/4-7/2015 2015 EXCELeration Leadership Training Camp 
       Northwest Missouri State University, Maryville, MO  
        For more information go to missourifca.org/exceleration. 
 

7/31-8/2/2015    FCA Leadership Camp 
        Northwestern College, St Paul, MN 
        For more information go to minnesotafca.org/leadershipcamp. 

http://www.cwiowafca.org/pellacamp
http://fcancc.com/
http://wisconsinfca.org/camps
http://missourifca.org/exceleration
http://www.fca.org/mag/http:/www.minnesotafca.org/leadershipcamp


 

 

 

community 
 

2015 FCA Banquet 

2014 Charity Golf Classic Participants  

RJ Sumrall 

      Des Moines Urban Baseball League 

www.UrbanBaseballLeague.org 
For more information: contact Dave Applegate or RJ Sumrall (515) 727-1868 

 

Saturday, April 18, 2015 
 

Valley Community Center 
4444 Fuller Road 

West Des Moines, IA 50265 
 

Featured Speaker: 
Colt McCoy 

 NFL Quarterback 
 
 

Saturdays starting in May through Mid June 

at the John R. Grubb YMCA 
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Fellowship of Christian Athletes Financial Gift 
 

     Yes, I would like to support the ministry of the Iowa FCA with a gift of $ __________ 

 

  Name ___________________________________________________________ 

   

  Address  _________________________________________________________ 

 

  Email _________________________________  Phone ____________________ 

 

 Payment Method 

  Check (please make checks payable to : Iowa FCA) 
 

  Credit Card 

    __________-__________-__________-__________           

  

    Exp. Date: _________         CID ______ 

 

Please mail to:  
Central/Western Iowa Area Office, 2600 Grand Ave, Ste. 114, Des Moines, IA 50312 

 
¢Ƙŀƴƪ ȅƻǳ ŦƻǊ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǝƴƎ ǘƘŜ /ŜƴǘǊŀƭκ²ŜǎǘŜǊƴ Lƻǿŀ CŜƭƭƻǿǎƘƛǇ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǝŀƴ  
!ǘƘƭŜǘŜǎΗ  tƭŜŀǎŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŜǎƛǘŀǘŜ ǘƻ ƭŜǘ ǳǎ ƪƴƻǿ Ƙƻǿ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ ōŜǧŜǊ ǎŜǊǾŜ ȅƻǳΗ 

 

Central/Western Iowa Area Office 
2600 Grand Ave., Ste. 114 
Des Moines, IA 50312 
Phone: (515) 727-1868 
Fax: (515) 727-1869 
www.cwiowafca.org 

www.facebook.com/cwiowafca 
 

 

Dave Turnball 
State / Area Director 
dturnball@fca.org 

 
Trisha Gray 
Administrative Assistant 
trishagray@fca.org 

 
Kim O’ Neill 
Administrative Assistant 
kimoneill@fca.org 

 
Dave Applegate 
Des Moines Metro Area Representative 
dapplegate@fca.org 

 
Gary Gravert 
South Central Iowa Area Representative 
ggravert@fca.org 

 
Randy Hendrickson 
North Central Area Representative 
rhendrickson@fca.org 

 
RJ Sumrall 
Des Moines Urban Representative 
rsumrall@fca.org 

2600 Grand Ave., Suite 114 
Des Moines, IA 50312 


